The Lampard Community School Newsletter
February Half Term
Expansion Update

Stage B of the expansion
project is underway! The
foundations of the new Upper
School building have been
laid.

News From Our Headteacher, Sam Barham
Dear Parents and Carers
As you can see from this bumper newsletter edition, our
students have been busy! It is wonderful to be able to not only
share the subject work students have been engaged in, but
also the enrichment activities built within the EMPOWER
curriculum.
Headteacher recruitment is ongoing and Governors will carry
out interviews later in March. On the subject of staffing, we are
saying a sad farewell to Claire Cowen-Brown, our Assistant
Head for Care and Safeguarding on the 9th March who is
leaving us after 12 years. Claire has also been a Governor
during this time. We wish Claire the very best of luck in her
new role and want to thank her for all of her hard work and
commitment whilst she has been with us. We will share the
updated DSL/safeguarding Team information after half term.
We have seen the number of Covid cases significantly reduce
over the last few weeks and we hope this trend continues. We
still continue to follow our current risk assessment until
guidance changes and as a reminder, no-one needs to wear
face coverings in the classroom.

We are now accepting
payments for dinner
money and trips
through ParentPay.
Please email
admin@lampard.devon
.sch.uk if you would
like your login details
sent through.

We wish you a wonderful Half term and look forward to seeing
your child/children on Monday 28th February.
Sam Barham

THANK YOU !
Walter, Barnstaple Asda's Community
Champion is constantly donating items to
help with enrichment within our school.
This month alone he kindly donated many
flower bulbs for the students to plant in our
.
garden area! We
are always so grateful for
his enthusiasm for our school, he is a great
friend to all at Lampard, so if you see him in
Asda please say hello!!
Thank you Walter for all you do to help us,
you're a star!!

Lower School News

Taw Class
Taw class have had a great start to their time at Lampard School. As well as getting to know their new
classmates, they have had the opportunity to try new activities at Skern Lodge and during our Future
Fridays have been shopping, made cookies in the food tech room and had fun doing experiments in the
science room.

Umber Class
Our current topic is Animal Magic. This half term in English, we have been studying Handa’s Surprise, Ask Dr. K Fisher About
Animals and Dear Zoo. These lovely picture and word books are all about animals and these work well with our Geography
and Science where we are learning about animals and their habitats across the world. We have explored animal habits in our
own Forest School area. Maths has seen us take part in the Big Bird Watch and continue our Addition and subtraction skills.
We have also begun to look at Position and Direction. In PSHE we have been using role play and social stories to understand
more about respectful relationships and have been learning how to clean our teeth correctly. Umber thoroughly enjoyed
their second Lower School trip to Skern Lodge where the children really challenged themselves with climbing and abseiling.
We have also enjoyed this term’s Future Friday activities, such as drumming, running the shed shop, using the scooters, litter
picking, shopping and cooking. As usual, we have had a very busy but fun time and are looking forward to the rest of the
Spring Term.

Otters Class

Mole Class

Students in Otters have had a very busy half term! To start the term we took part in the Big Schools
Birdwatch where we went out into the grounds of the school and recorded the number of different
birds we saw. We recorded our results and all received a certificate for taking part! We used some
of this information to help our learning in science where we have been exploring habitats. In our
topic work we have been learning how to research different continents and the animals that live
there using the internet. Some of us can cut and paste pictures and information. We have explored
different styles of art work including that of Roy Lichtenstein, Yusei Nasashima and techniques such
as weaving and line drawing. We have made fruit salads and fruit kebabs to help develop our skills
of chopping, peeling and tasting new foods. We thoroughly enjoyed our trip to Skern Lodge where
we had a go at high ropes and abseiling!

Exe Class

In Topic we have been learning about Animal Magic. We have been looking at a
different continent each week and using the laptops to research animals that live
there. We have had a go at painting, drawing and block printing our own designs
inspired by these animals. We have learnt about the importance of camouflage in the
Polar Regions and how this can benefit the animals.
We have linked our topic learning to our Science learning about different habitats. We
have been discussing the characteristics of the animals and thought about why they
are suited to survive in their habitat.
In English we have started to write our own letters to the zoo to ask for a pet. Some
children have asked for a crocodile, a butterfly and a koala. We have been using
adjectives to describe what our chosen animal looks like. We will be sharing our
letters with another class to show them our writing skills.

This term Exe have been learning all about animals across
the world, the alphabet and letter writing. We have also
been taking part in the big bird watch by tallying birds we
could see in the playground. A really exciting day trip was
our visit to Skern lodge where we went climbing, abseiling
and using the high ropes. We were brave and conquered
some fears and all had something to be proud of by the
end of the day. We cannot wait to go back for our next
trip to try something new.

Middle School News

Waldon have been enjoying our
World War Two topic using the forest
to help with our poetry writing.
Squelching through mud and
describing falling parachutes. We
have been solving maths problems
related to our topic as well as
following war time inspired recipes.
We enjoyed our trip to the climbing
centre, where everyone challenged
themselves in different ways.

Venn have been trying new
activities this half term such as
making our own photographs
like they did hundreds of years
ago, making natural bird
feeders to put in the school
grounds and bouldering at a
climbing centre which
challenged our resilience and
we’re positive experiences. We
are looking forward to trying
other activities in the coming
weeks.

Dart have been using
the outdoor area and
learning how to use
the flint and steels in
Forest school. They
have worked really
hard to master this skill
and have really
enjoyed using the area.

Tamar and Lyn class have
both been enjoying learning
about outer space in science
and have recorded their own
presentations showing what
they have learnt.

Torridge enjoyed practising
using tally marks for the bird
watch count and being
outside for maths. Using the
sewing machines was fun in
DT to make bunting and
Torridge were all amazing
sewers.

Upper School News
Students from Upper School have been creating their own art exhibition. They have created all
their own work, mounted it themselves and organised the venue.
If you have time please go and see their work and signed the visitors book. (see posters on the
notifications page)

As part of National Apprenticeship Week
Natalie Bray, from CSW group came to
Upper School and gave a presentation
about apprenticeships and how to get
one. It was very useful and helped the
students to understand different routes
available to them in the future. We will
put a copy of the presentation on the
website for students and their families to
see.
On Tuesday 1st February Upper School students went to Exeter on a coach as part of our RE, Maths and Preparation for Adulthood learning.
We visited Exeter Cathedral to look at the way art and sculpture are used in religious buildings and took lots of lovely photos. Classes also had the
opportunity to look around the town centre and some students bought their own lunches. Students said that they enjoyed going to Exeter and would
like to go again later in the year, maybe by train. ‘I really enjoyed the trip to Exeter. We learnt about the cathedral and we learnt how to spend our
money… or to keep hold of it!’ Jacob, Upper School.

Upper School students visited
Burton art gallery and saw some
amazing ceramics and famous
work by artists such as
Picasso. Student quotes ‘This is
such a calming space’ ‘I love the
variety of works’ ‘It looks just like
a monster’
The students then applied the
knowledge they have gained from
visiting the gallery to plan their
own work.

FUTURE FRIDAYS
Lower School students are focusing on learning
outside of the classroom within the school grounds
or the immediate community area. Examples of this
are gardening in the grounds, using a specialist
room for enrichment, planning a school meal with
the cook, having Forest School sessions, digital skills
sessions and sports sessions on the field. They have
been enterprising and have run the Shed Shop,
done a litter pick on the Tarka trail and have visited
St John’s café & garden centre. Ayra said, “We
have fun!” and Jaiden said, “We get to try new
things.” These activities are co-led by Upper
School student leaders.

Middle School students are engaging in their learning outside of the
classroom within the wider community area. Examples of this are visiting
local libraries, Barnstaple Town cafes, care home visits, community
gardening, planning trips and a party and purchasing ingredients at Tesco.
They have also been trying new experiences and challenging themselves.
This half term they are loving be adventurous and trying bouldering at
Rock and Rapid in South Molton and creating unusual photographs by
using an historical photography process called Cyanotype. Middle School
students shared that they get to try new things and they love doing this
with their friends.

All our students have some time
on Friday afternoons to access
Life Skills through a range of
activities in preparation for
adulthood.
They have been having fantastic
fun doing this whilst gaining a
greater understanding of the
world around us.

Upper School students have been developing their leadership skills by supporting Lower & Middle School students in their activities,
or have been engaged in their own Future Friday activities such as working at Futures Farm in Woolacombe, getting to cook up a storm in the specialist food technology room, visiting
PETROC college, learning about hands on road safety, budgeting and shopping skills or finding out more about the local community by visiting local projects.
Upper School students have said they enjoy helping and teaching the younger pupils.

Notifications
Citizens Advice are working with Devon
County Council and Local Authorities to
support people who are struggling with fuel
and other winter related costs. If you feel
you have families, within your community,
who may benefit from a little extra help this
winter, please do share the attached leaflet
– you may prefer to put this into your
newsletter, which is absolutely fine. We
have also attached our contact details, on a
more general flyer, again why not
incorporate this in your newsletter. Should
you require either of these flyers in a
different format, just let us know and we
can of course provide this.

Upcoming dates:
•
Wednesday 2nd March: Open event at Petroc
from 5pm. To book a place visit their website.
•
7th-11th March: National Careers Week (whole
school events across the week)
•
Tuesday 8th March: Mock Interview morning
(Upper School) – letters to follow.
•
Tuesday 15th March: Key Stage 4 Options event
(Year 9 and Year 10)- letters to follow
•
Friday 25th March: Presentation Event- former
students return to collect their qualification
certificates.
•
Thursday 31st March: Deadline for Post-16
applications (Year 11)
•
Monday 28th March – Friday 1st April: Work
Experience (Year 10 and Year 11)

Dates for Diaries

The Upper School students and staff have had a very busy half term so far. The whole phase had the
opportunity to visit Exeter cathedral, the Art groups have been to the Burton Art Gallery, the Environmental
Studies group took part in a litter pick and Year 10 students been busy with their 1:1 guidance meetings with
Natalie Bray from CSW group. Students are enjoying using the new MUGA (Multi-use games area) and we
have some fantastic dodge ball skills at lunch time.

We have quite a few events coming up after half-term. Mrs Wells and Mrs Worsley have been working very
hard to finalise the placements for our work experience week in March and students will soon be visiting their
placements in preparation for this week. Year 11 students will also be attending their post-16 taster days after
half term and we will be sending further information out about this once the dates have been confirmed.
From Ms Winter and the Upper School Team.

• Last day of Term –
Fri 18/02/22
• First day back –
Mon 28/02/22

Notifications
Household Support Fund
If your family is on a low income you
can get help with food and utility costs
this winter via the Household Support
Fund. In Devon this is administered by
the Early Help team and runs until
Thursday 31 March 2022.
To qualify for support with food
vouchers, energy and water bills,
heating or boiler repairs, white goods
and petrol/broadband to access jobs,
your family needs to meet the following
criteria:
• You are a family (at least 2 people
where at least 1 person is either prebirth or up to 18 yrs. old)
• You are experiencing financial
hardship
• You need financial help to pay utility
bills or buy food and essential items
linked to food, warmth, and utilities
for your family
• Not have received financial
assistance from another source for
the same reason.
You can make an application for the
funding by applying directly online or by
telephone to your district council via
the Devon County Council website:
Household Support Fund - Coronavirus
(COVID-19) (devon.gov.uk)

